Shared Parenting Responsibility Rules
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1. The residential parent shall have the primary and day-to-day responsibility for the guidance and upbringing of the children and shall provide, among other matters, the moral training and discipline of the children.

2. Delegation of care:  The parties agree that although a designation of residential care of the children is made here, each of them, after consulting with the other, may freely delegate or entrust to the other the care of the children.

3. Accident or illness:  In the event of the children’s acute and major illnesses, the non-residential parent shall have the right of visitation with the children wherever the children are confined.

4. Visitation during illness:  In the event of the children’s acute and major illnesses, the non-residential parent shall have the right of visitation with the children wherever the children are confined.

5. Waiting:  As a matter of courtesy, the parent picking up or delivering the children shall do so promptly.  The children and the waiting parent have no duty to wait longer than thirty (30) minutes, unless notified that the other parent will be late.  A parent who is late forfeits contact and access to the children for the visitation period.  Both parents are encouraged to use good judgment and act in good faith.
6. Non-exercise of Visitation:  The non-residential parent shall give 48 hours advance notice of intent not to exercise the right of visitation.

7. Open telephonic Communication:  The non-residential parent shall have open but reasonable rights to telephonic communication with the children.

8. Emergency care:  both parties have the right to have bona fide emergency decisions affecting the children including the right to authorize major medical, dental, or other emergency care.
9. Inspection of records:  Each party has the right to inspect and receive school records.  The parties shall be entitled, at their own expense, to obtain detailed information from any pediatrician, general physician, dentist, orthodontist, consultant or other specialist attending the children for any reason, and to be furnished with copies of any reports given to the other party.
10.   Free access:  Each parent shall use every effort to maintain unhampered contact between the children and other parent and to foster a feeling of affection between them.  Neither parent shall do anything that would estrange the children from the other, that would injure the children’s opinion of the other, or that would impair the natural development of the children’s love and respect for each parent.  At all times, the parents should strive for a working relationship in the best interests of the children.  In addition to these general duties, each parent shall not:
a. Have the children deliver money or message from one parent to the other and thus placing the children in the middle.

b. Ask the children to keep a secret from the other parent and, in effect, teach the children to lie.
c. Quiz the children about what’s going on at the other parent’s home and thus turning the children into spies or tattletales.

d. Say unkind things about the other parent to the children or in the presence of the children.
e. Try to conduct parental business when exchanging the children for visitation.  Such exchange times are extremely stressful for the children.

f. Put on a long, sad face when the children go from one parent to the other, thus teaching the children disloyalty to that parent.

g. Tell the child who wants a new toy or wants to do something that costs money to “Ask your (other parent) because he/she doesn’t pay me enough support” or  “Ask your (other parent) because I already give him/her lots of child support and she/he just wastes it.”

h. Ask the children directly or subtly, “Which of us do you really want to live with,” and thus placing the burden on the children.

i. Allow the children to take control of visitation whenever they want to do so.

j. Have the children refer to a future step-parent as “mother” or “father”.

k. Eavesdrop on or interrupt the children’s telephone conversations with the other parent.

l. Use as the children’s last name one that is different from their legal name.  

11.   In addition, each parent shall comply with the following:

a. Each parent has an obligation to always refrain from making unflattering or derogatory remarks to, or regarding, the other parent in the presence of the children.

b. Each parent has the absolute and unequivocal obligation to keep the other parent advised at all times as to the current address and telephone number of the children.

c. Each parent has the duty to promptly return telephone calls placed by the other and to see that the children do the same.
12.   Policies regarding the children:  Concerning all maters of policy involving the children’s health and education, the parties shall confer with a harmonious attitude best calculated to promote the welfare of the children.

13.   Visitation away from the primary residence:  Except as otherwise provided, all rights of visitation shall take place away from the primary residence.

14.   No waiver:  This agreement is not intended to obligate the non-residential parent to exercise visitation rights with the children.  These rights are entirely optional and if they elect on occasion not to avail themselves of these rights, they do not waive the right to insist on compliance with this agreement thereafter.

15.   Surname:  If the wife remarries, the children shall continue to be known by their legal name (as written on their birth certificate) and the children will not use or for any reason assume the name of the subsequent spouse of the wife.

